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2011 MAIN ST FARMERS MARKET                                       APPLICATION PACKET


Thank you for your interest in being a vendor at the Main Street Farmers Market.  As you know, this will be our third season as a market.  Our first two seasons were very successful and we are making big plans for 2011.  


 Our farmers market was created to supply the small farms of the Chattanooga region with a direct sales outlet while also supplying the Chattanooga community with the freshest and healthiest foods available in our region.  


A farmers market is a special place.  At a farmers market, the farmer and the consumer come together and interact and build a one on one relationship.  Here the consumer can learn about local food production and the changing season.  Here also, the farmer can learn how to better serve the community.  This is a special relationship where each group is working together to create a better local food system for all. 


We have specific programs planned this year to increase awareness of the market and to increase the number of consumers supporting the market.  We encourage you to review this packet and consider applying to be a vendor.  The Market Manager and the  Board of Directors will review your application and make a decision in committee as to whether you are a good fit for the market at this specific time.  We will be guided primarily by our desire to create a diverse group of products at the market and our need to not have too many of the same products.  We feel that a successful farmers market is a market with a diverse group of products and with a good balance between the number of the consumers and the number of vendors.  If you do not get in this year, then we will keep your application information for the future.  We have big plans for the market and hope to have you all as vendors soon.  If your application is declined and you wish to know why, please contact our market manager for follow up.  We will be happy to discuss any aspects of the application process with you.  

Again, thanks for your interest in applying to be a vendor at the Main St Farmers market.  We look forward to working with you, 

Sincerely, the Main St Farmers Market 


Market Manager:  Padgett Arnold; padgett_arnold@yahoo.com 


Board President:  Miriam Keener: miriamwkeener@yahoo.com

MAIN STREET FARMERS’ MARKET                                                Vendor Guidelines

Statement of Purpose

    The Main Street Farmers’ Market (MSFM) is a producers-only market providing locally grown products to Chattanooga area consumers. The MSFM  provides local farmers a direct market for their products in an atmosphere conducive to producer / consumer interaction and education on how healthy food is produced, prepared and grown.

Dates and hours of Operation

     MSFM operates every Wednesday, year around. Hours of operation are 4:00 to 6:00 PM. Winter hours are 4-5 PM.  The MSFM is located at 197 W. Main Street, Chattanooga, TN

Vender Application Process

Old and new vendors must fill out a yearly application, pay the yearly $25.00 membership fee and expect to be visited by a representative of the market.  Members will be accepted as needed and at the discretion of the Board of Directors of the MSFM and the Market Manager.  The membership fee will be returned if your application is not accepted.  Make checks payable to : Main Street Farmers Market.  Return your completed application and check by March 28, 20ll,  to the Market Manager:   Padgett Arnold    PO Box 624    Sequatchie, TN 37374  

Guidelines all vendors must comply with

1. Vendors must farm within a 75-mile radius of the market.  

2.  Vendors must be the original producer of the product, or be engaged in a direct cooperative arrangement approved by the Market Manager and the BOD.  No reselling is allowed at the MSFM.

3. Weekly market space rental fee is $10.00 for one 10x10 space, to be given to the Market Manager before the end of the market day.

4.  The Rules and Regulations of the MSFM, that support a smoothly running market, must be abided by.

2010 MAIN STREET FARMERS MARKET                                                                                VENDOR APPLICATION 

Name of owner(s):   

Business Name:  

Street Address:   

City/Town/State & Zip:     









Telephone:


 

 Cell Phone:


 

E-mail address:



 
Web Page:

*Please draw a map with directions to your farm on the back of this form.

Product List - Please list products to be sold

Items allowed for sale may include the following: raw, uncut fruits and vegetables berries, edible plants and flowers, herbs, nursery stock, bedding plants/seedlings, fresh flowers, nuts, garlic, grains, shelled peas and beans, frozen meats and poultry, eggs, mushrooms, honey and molasses.

Value-added/Prepared Products - Please list products to be sold

Value added / Prepared foods must be from a certified/licensed kitchen.  Please list all local ingredients used.  Allowable food and non food items in this category may include the following:  bread, coffee, beeswax candles, cheese, cured sausage, meats and crafts.

Growing Practices - Please describe your growing practices

How would you describe your growing practices (Certified organic, non-certified but use sustainable growing practices, conventional, biodynamic, other)?  Please include the size of your farm, along with any other pertinent information.  Environmentally friendly farming practices are given priority consideration in the application process.

Please list the months of the year that you are interested in selling at the market:         

· All Year:

· April – November:

· Specific Months: 

Vendor Agreement

I submit that the information provided for my participation in the Market is accurate and complete, that I have received, read, and understand the Main St Farmers Markets Rules and Regulations and I agree to abide by the provisions of this application as well as the Market’s governing policies as described in the Main St Farmers Markets Bylaws and Rules and Regulations. 

Signature____________________________________________Date:_____________

I agree to hold harmless the MSFM, its board and manager from any legal or financial liability in case of accidents or incidents at the market.  
Signature____________________________________________Date:_____________

The MSFM may use information I have provided in its advertising.
Signature____________________________________________Date:_____________

DO NOT WRITE BELOW, FOR OFFICIAL USE

Application received by:





Date:____________

Membership Fee total and check #: ____________

Site Visit made by:____________




Date:____________

Applicant approved date:____________

If not approved, applicant rejected for the following reason(s):

If not approved, date membership fee was reimbursed:____________

(This form adopted by the MSFM Board of Directors on 02/24/2011)
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